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ACHIEVEMENT IN ALL LINES OF ENDEAVOR IN W

Every Branch of the District Govern-
ment Has Succeeded in Effort to
Make Improvements During

Busy

Year.
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The Court of Appeals of the District
of Columhla rendered 202 decislona
during the year 1914 Two of these
were of especial interest to the gen-
eral public—the Newman opinion and
the Edmonston decision. In the former
the court sustained the right of a tax-
payer to maintain quo warranto pro-
ceedings to test| the eligibility of a
nominee for the office of a civil Com-

missioner of the District of Columbia.
The latter sustained the right of the
Commissioners to make regulations
prohibiting the playing on Sunday of
base ball or othér games at which ad-
mission is charged.

During the year there were docketed
in the court 189 appeals from other
tribunals. A total of seventy-seven
cases was brought over from the pre-
ceding year. There are now remaining
unheard on the calendar sixty-four
cases.

The changes in the personnel of the
Supreme Court of the District of Co-
lumbia and the rendering of an ouster
judgment by that tribunal against Oli-
ver I'. Newman, president of the board
of District Commissioners, on a pro-
ceeding in quo warranto brought by a
taxpayer are the most striking fea-
tures of a review of the happenings of
the year 1914 in local judiclal circles.
Never before in its history of fifty-one
years has the District Supreme Court
sustained the changes that marked the
past twelvemonth.

Death of Justice Clabaugh.

The sudden ‘death of Harry M. Cla-
paugh, third chief justtice of the court,
early in March, was followed June 8
by the voluntary retirement of Asso-
clate Justice Job Barnard, who attain-
ed on that day the age of seventy
years. Then came the impeachment
inquiry by order of the House of Rep-
resentatives against Associate Justice
Danlel Thew Wright, which culminated
in his resignation from the bench to
take up the practice of thelaw. Presi-
dent Wilson appointed J. Harry Cov-
ington, then a representative in Con-
gress from Maryland, to succeed Chief
Justice Clabaugh, and Walter I. Mec-
Coy of New Jersey, who had been
chairman of the Wright investigating
committee, to take the place of Jus-
tice Barnard. As the successor of
Justice Wright the Presldent selected
Frederick L. Slddons of the District
of Columbia, who was serving as
District Commissioner, at the time of
his appointment. The resignation of
Justice Wright was immediately fol-
lowed by the dropping of the charges
against him.

The ouster judgment against Mr.
Newman was rendered in July, after a
jury of twelve citizens had heard his
testimony in response to the allega-
tion that he was ineligible to hold the
office of District Commissioner because
he had not been an actual resident of
the District for three years Immedi-
ately preceding his appointment. Com-
missioner Newman Insisted that his ab-
sence from Washington was merely
temporary and that he always enter-
tained the intention to return, but the
jury decided agalnst him and rendered
a verdict that he was “usurping” the
office of Commissioner. Mr. Newman
prosecuted an appeal from this finding
to the District Court of Appeals and
the case was argued by counsel in that
tribunal last month. A decision by the
appellate court is expected early In Jan-
uary.

Offic: of District Attorney.

The term of office of Clarence R. Wil-
son as United States attorney for the
District of Columbla expired in April,
but he was requested to hold office un-
til the expiration of the court year in
July. Difficulty encountered by the De-
partment of Justice in reaching a de-

isi on his kept Mr. Wil-
son in office until November, when John
E. Laskey’s appointment as United
States attorney was confirmed by the
Senate. With the retirement of Mr.
Wilson two of his assistants, Reginald
8. Huldekoper and Walter Bruce Howe,
severed their connections with the of-
fice of prosecutor. 8. McComas Haw-
ken, chief prosecutor in the office, also
tendered his resignation, but was per-
suaded by United States Attorney Las-
key to reconsider the matter and re-
main under the new administration.
Mr. Laskey appointed as asslstants
James B. Archer and Charles W. Arth.

In the office of the recorder of deeds
& change in the head official was also
made last July. President Wilson re-
quested the resignation of Henry Lin-
coln Johnson, colored, who had been
recorder under republican rule. Deputy
Recorder Robert W. Dutton has been
since In charge of the administration
of the office as acting recorder. No
nomination for the recordership has
been made by the President.

Criminal Trials.

A review of the criminal trials for
the year 1%14 shows that no one was
convicted of murder in the first degree.
Six persons were placed on trial dur-
ing the year charged with the highest
crime known to the law. Four were
convicted of murder in the second de-
Bree, and one of manslaughter. The
sixth man was acquitted by order of
the court.

Life imprisonment was the sentence
imposed on Clarence Rowzee, convici-
ed of second degree murder in con-
nectlon with the death of Joseph
Rogerson, of whom he was jealous, A
similar sentence was given Herman
Kabansky for killlng his mother-in-
law, Lena Raboy. Harrison Armstrong,
colored, for killing his wife, Hattle,
also was sentenced for life. Joseph
Cooper, colored, got thirty years for
second degree murder. Robert Diggs,
colored, was sent to the penitentiary
for four years for manslaughter.
Oliver Watson, colored, was acquitted
of a charge of drowning a companion.

Térms of imprisonment of ten years
or more Wwere rendered against nine
persons convicted of various crimes.
Philip Baker got fifteen yvears for &an
attempted robbery; George Willlans,
twelve Years for housebreaking, and
the following were each given ten
years: Gaspare Lomedico, assault on a
child; Reuben Thomas, similar offense;
Russell Wood, assault to kill; John
Popkins, assault to rob; Christopher
Davidson, forgery; Arthur Fletcher, as-
sault with a dangerous weapon, and
Clarence Miller, larceny. x

A total of 417 persons were convicted
during the year in the criminal courts.
Of this pumber the benefit of the pro-
h’tlon law war extended to 151. One
of the probationers died during the
year and four were sent to the peniten-
tjary for violating their paroles. There
were 138 males s;l_aced on probation
and 13 females; of them are white
and The oldest male pro-
bationer

aixty-five yvears old and the
you &
rde?an
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teen years. The oldest fe-
probation “fs forty-two years
Youngest sixteen = Years.

and the !
m‘ o1 tHe probdtioners were con-
of house
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charged with larceny, 17 with assaults
and 11 with forgery.

Four local laundrymen entered pleas
of nolo contendre to an indictment
charging a conspiracy to defraud the
United States by agreeing on the prices
to be bid for the service of cleaning
towels for use In various departments
of the government. Fines axf:asatinz
$1,250 were Imposed. Louls Levy paid
and F., W. McKenzle, C. F. Sowers
and T. H. Marshall each $250.

One of the most important Indict-
ments returned by the grand jury dur-
ing the year charged thirty-one local
commission merchants with conspiring
to raise the price of foodstuffs. At the
outbreak of the European conflict com-
plaint was made to the Department of
Justice that the war was being made
the pretext for boosting the price of
foods. President Wilson directed an
inquiry, and Assistant United States
Attorney Hawken lald the matter be-
fore the grand jury and the indictments
resulted.

Testimony before the Wright Investi-
gating committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives caused the lodging with
the grand jury of a charge of em-
bezzlement against Attorney Wflllam
E. Ambrose, who had been receiver of
the First Co-operative Building Asso-
ciation of Georgetown. Two indict-
ments were returned against the law-
yer charging that he had misappro-
priated about $4,000 belonging to an
estate.

Four other lawyers were indicted
during the vear on charges of using
money of clients. Willlam B. Reilly,
Creed M. Fulton and Michael W. Sulli-
van are on bail awaiting trial on these
charges. David Rothschild has never
been located. Two bankers were also
indicted for embezzlement and larceny
after trust. These allegations are
made against J. Willlam Henry and
Benjamin W. Woodruff, formerly trad-
ing as Lewis Johnson & Co.

Returned 470 Indictments.

During the year the grand jury re-
turned 470 Indictments. Charges were
ignored by the grand jurors in twenty-
five cases.

Litigation was on the decline in 1914.
Only 803 suits in equity were begun, as
compared with 834 In 1913. Suits at
law dropped from 1,145 in 1913 to only
1,062 in 1914. There were only 120 me-
chanics’ liens flled this year, as against
228 in the preceding year. There were
ten less bankruptcy proceedings filed
this year. District Court proceedings
for the condemnation of land and the
like numbered fifty-five. Joehn R.
Young, clerk of the court, also pre-
pared the papers for 242 applications
for final naturalization and 343 declara-
tions of intentlon to become citizens.
Dan Cupid will remember the year
1914 with satisfaction, since the rec-
ord shows that while applications for
divorce fell off the number of marriage
Iicenses broke the record. The highest
number of licenses ever issued in the
clerk's office before 1914 was 4,150, in
During the past twelve months
licenses to marry have been issued to
4,205 coupies.

A new record for a day's total of
papers flled was established in 1914 in
the office of the recorder of deeds.
November 30, the day before the pres-
ent war revenue bill became operative,
saw 226 papers offered for record. This
total was forty-six in advance of the
number of papers ever before received
in one day. Acting Recorder Dutton
reports that 22,550 papers were re-
corded during the past twelve months.
Personal property valued at $2,835,-
115.35 was appralsed during the year
by the office of the register of wills.
A total of 601 wills were filed. Letters
of administration or testamentary pa-
pers were issued In 852 cases. There
were 132 applications for guardians
received in the office in 1914.

L4

L L
There was no reception at the White
House January 1, 1914, but the Becre-
tary of State and Mre. Bryan enter-
tained the diplomatic corps at break-
fast on that date, carrying out a long-

established custom, and the usual New
Year receptions were held during the
afternoon at the homes of the Secre-
taries of War, Navy, Interior and Com-
merce and Postmaster General. The
Congressional Club began its New Year
program by a reception at the old
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club house, followed by a series of
evening receptions and dances supple-
mented by afternoon lectures and mu-
micals lasting until the late spring.
A house-warming reception at the new
home of the Congressional Club, 2001
New Hampshire avenue, was held the
evening of December 17, and will be
followed by other evening and after-
noon receptions throughout the season.
The new home of the Washington
Club, at 17th and K streets, was also
occupled during the present year, and
has entered into the season's social
life.

White House Receptions.

A series of evening receptions was
held at the White House last January
and February and an occasional mu-
sical, also in the afternoon. The upual
state dinners were also held. The
marriage of Mlss Eleanor Wilson,
youngest daughter of the President,
and the Secretary of the Treasury,
William G. McAdoo, took place at the
White House in the late afternoon of
Thursday, May 7. The ceremony was
witnessed by a smaller company than
that present in November of the year

preceding, at the marriage of Miss
Jessie Wilson and Mr. Francls B. Sayre,

President's summer home at Cornlsh,
N. H. The death of Mrs.
brought al!l the soclal activities of the
administration to a close.

The announcement was made some
time ago that in consequence of the
mourning of the family the usual
social events at the White House would
be abandoned for this winter.

Vice President’s Receptions.

The Vice President and Mrs. Marshall
gave four large evening receptions last
January and February. Membera of
the cabinet circle were equally promi-
nent in the exchange of official courte-
sies.

Notable weddinge of the year were
those of Miss Bessle K. Spear and
Lieut. Roy T. Cunningham, Coast Ar-
tillery Corps, U. 8. A, in January; Miss
Frances E. Smith and Lieut. Harry A.
Baldridge, U. S. N., and Miss Katherine
Dickman and Lieut. Harrison E.
Knauss, in March; Miss Mary Margaret
Worthington and Mr. Beach H. Stock-
ett, Miss Anna V. Portner and Repre-
sentative Henry D. Flood of Virginia,
Miss Edmonia Adames and Dr. Richard
A. Kearney, Miss Maitland Marshall
and Paymaster John H. Knapp, U. B.
N.: Miss Frances Brooks and Mr. Ed-
ward C. B. Fletcher, Miss Dorothy Mer-
riam and Mr. Henry D. Abbott, Miss
Ellzabeth Day and Mr. Btanley Brenel-
ser, In April; Miss Katherine Jennlngs
and Mr. Chauncey Hackett, Miss Rob-
erta Amies and Enslgn Willlam H. Par-
nel] Blandy, U. 8. N., In May; Miss Mar-
jorie son_ and Mr. Horatlo Hugh

chiildr,

breaking and 29 pf non-
suppert of wife or ch

en; 19 were

' here for their relief.

Secretary and Mrs. McAdoo spent their|
honeymoon at Harlakenden House, tl'leJI

‘Wilson

Artillery Corps, and Mias Helen
Humphrey and Mr. Percy Lawton Har-
ley, "In June; Miss Helen Heyl and
Lieut. Milo Pitcher Fox, U. 8. N.;: Miss
Harrlet Whiting Gatewood and Dr.
Henry E. Jenkins, U. 8. N.; Miss Mar-
tha ‘Bowers and Mr. Robert Taft, Miss
Frida Tillman and Mr. Lawrence E.
Frazer and Miss Loulse Hellen and Mr.
Thomas Bowers, in October; Misa Mary
Morris McCauley and Lieut. Herbert 8.
Howard, U. 8. N.; Miss Marguerite Le
Breton and Mr. Ralph Stuart, Ranis-
ford, in November; Miss Lella Harrison
and Lieut. Geoffrey Keyes, U. 8. A.;
Miss Doris Haywood and Dr. Howard
Hume, Mrs. Maude Lesher and Lieut.
Clyde Gray West, U. 8. N.; Miss Flor-
ence Schneider and Mr. Thomas G.
Forney and Miss Ethel Noyes and Mr.
Thomas Blagden, jr., in December.

Breakfast to Mrs. Wilson.

The Martha Jefferson breakfast ten-
dered to the late Mrs. Woodrow Wilson
was given at Rauscher’'s Thursday,
May 28.

Among those who gave large recep-
tions, balls and dances were the Brit-
fsh and Austrian ambassadors, Repre-
sentative and Mrs. Peter . Gerry, Mrs.
Joseph Leiter, Mrs. Jaumes F, Mitchell,
Senator and Mrs. Walsh, Mre. Clarence
Moore, Mrs. Beale R. Howard, Mrs. W.
F. Draper, Mrs. James Dudley Morgan,
Mrs. Willlam Haywood, Mra. Theodore
Shuey, Mrse. Alexander Bentley, Mra.
Marshall Field and Mrs. McCormick.
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Burprising changes in political con-
ditions marked the closing months of
the year. The congressional elections
came on in November for the choice of
a2 new House of Representatives and
gubernatorial and other elections were
held in a number of states.

Material changes are always expected
after the firat election following &
presidential campaign, when the pen-
dulum is likely to swing backward
from the point marked in the great na-
tional contest. This year it swung
backward with momentum. The over-
whelming democratic majority In the
lower branch of Congress was reduced
from 147 to approximately 30.

While this terrific reversal of form
occurred in the lower House the ad-
ministration made gains in the Senate.
The democrats had been working upon
a very narrow margin in the Senate, so
meager, In fact, that at times it was
dangerous. The President and his sup-
porters were highly gratified, there-
fore, to have that majority increased
by eight and felt that they could stand
with equanimity the tearing down of
the unwieldy majority in the House
If compensated by a gain in the Sen-

ate.
Interest in New York.

Intense interest was manlifested in
the campaign in New York state,
where the républicans made smashing
gains. The fight in the Empire state
Wwas a very bitter one and involved fea-
tures of political interest which had
not appeared In American politics for
many years. The religious feature was
injected into the situation and is sald
to have had its effect. &

Ohio, which has been under demo-
cratic control for some years, returned
to the republican fold by electing a re-
publican governor. Right away this
started talk of presidential posaibilli-
tles and the two comparatjvely young
governors, Whitman of New York and
Willts of Ohio, were entered Iin the
lists of possible presidential candi-
dates.

Massachusetts stood pat upon her
democratic majority of the pPprevions
election and returned Gov. Walsh, a
democrat. In that state, also, the re-
ligious question figured, and the cam-
paign was marked with considerable
acrimony.

One of the most interesting features
of the nation-wide campaign wasa the
notable slump in the bull moose vote.
Everywhere, except in California,
there was a tremendous falling off
among the bull moosers. Republicans
appeared to be returning to their own
standard, and democrats who had fol-
lowed the brilliant personalfty - of
The{:dore Roosevelt in 1912, went home
again.

Connecticut Turned Over.

Connecticut revolutionized its politi-
cal adherence, giviig heavy majorities
to the republicans on all tickets, na-
tional and state. In Illinols a most ex-
citing campalgn was waged over the
United States senatorship, the repub-
lican Incumbent winning.

For the first time in many years an
anti-democratic representative was
returned from a southern state—Louisl-
ana. Resenting the destruction of the
sugar industry In that state, the demo-
crats sent a progressive republican to
the House.

From the point of vilew of human in-
tereat, the return of several old-line
republican wheel horses were incidents
of the election. “[Incle Joe” Cannon,
Ebenezer J. Hill, Willlam B. McKinley,
Rodenberg of Illinois and Cy Sullo-
way of New Hampshire were sent back
to the House. The overwhelming ma-
jority which Senator Boles Penrose of
FPennsylvania recelved for re-election
added to the joy of the “0Old Guard.”

Paradoxlecal as it may seem, the
democrats and the republicans were
both well pleased with the results of
the elections, each slde claiming that
the outcome was satisfactory.

r CHARITIES.

Washington has been generous in
aiding the less fortunate during the
last year. The cry of the Belgian
starving and freezing touched the
hearts of District residents, and about
$10,000 has been contributed In cash
{ The District com-
mittee established under the direction
of Mrs. John A. Logan has collected
nearly $4,000. Truxton Beale gave
$1,000 in cash to the Belglan minister
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at the first call for help. Another
Washingtonlan gave $1,000 anony-
mously. When Mme. Vandervelder,

wife of the ministre d'etat of Belgium,
gave two lectures here detalling the
needs of her country more than $2.000
was contributed. Other large contribu-
tions have been made by Indlviduals
through the Beigian minister.

Besides this Washingtonians have
contributed hundreds of casea of cloth-
ing and foodstuffs. There have been
countless sewing clubs and knitting
clubs organized to work regularly for
the war sufferers. Women of the old
St. John's Episcopal Church have been
preparing many cases of clothing as
needed by the Red Cross. A number
of prominent soclety women have been
meeting with Mrs. Edward B. McLean,
knitting and sewing for the refugees.
The women of the Twentieth Century
Club have geen filling large boxes
with supplies. These are but a few
of the many agencies that have been
at work.

“The Mile of Pennies.”

Mrs. Ellis Logan, president of the
District Federation of Women's Clubs,
has been organizing the children of
Washington to collect a “mile of pen-
nies” for the children of Belgium. She
got a little over $500 by this means,
which iz being sent to the Queen of
Belgium today.

Washingtonians, when appealed to by
The Star to help load the Christmas
ship for the children in the war zone,
contributed $4.000, which was expended
on 10,304 indfvidual gifts, and was the
largest of any assembled by any of
the ninety-two papers represented in
the work. S

This has been a busy year for the
Associated Charities. heir latest im-
portant work was the appeal for four-
teen opportunities presented to the
Christmas charity of the genple of
Washington. More than §4,000 was re-

viding for all of the especially deserv-
ing cases mentioned. -

The Assoclated Charities maintained
three summer camps for mothers and
children, the Camp Good WIill for
Whites, the Camp Pleasant for colored
and the Baby Hospital Camp. These]
camps cared for 990 persons, not count-
Ing readmissions of those who return-
ed on account of fllness or some such
reason.

During the year material relief, va-
ried from $1 to several hundred, was
gi_ven to 1,446 famllies. There were
3,507 families attended to, tataling
13,455 Individuals. There were 9,165
calls at the offices by applicants for as-
sistance.

There were 2,795 “consultatives.” The
pald workers made 16,000 visits, and
the social service exchange was used
by 100 agencies, such as churches,
socleties, etc. The total expenses were
$50,814.15. There were 600 volunteers
giving assistance. The savings depart-
ment collected $6,549. There were 20,-
828 visits by volunteers and 3,135 by
other workers.

The new orphanage of the St. John's
parish was bullt and occupied during
the year. Other Important works of
charity were: The charity ball,
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners
and other relief work done by tha mis-
sions; a Christmas tree for poor chil-
dren at Poll's Theater, a banefit dance
by r.I.:a Knights of Columbus for St
Anne's orphanage, an outing given to
poor children by the Elks, a benefit
ball for the Children's Country Home,
S8t. Mary's Church raised $1,203 for the
relief work in Germany, the Hebrew
Home for the Aged was opened with a
benefit bazaar and concert, J, B, Lord
donated property in Brookland for an
orphange, the American Jewish organi-
zatlons of the city united and au-
thorized collections for the relief of
the Hebrew people in the warring
countries and in Palestine, with large
contributions made at a mass meeting;
the Young Women's Hebrew Assocla-
tion organized for charity work and
Tederation of all the Hebrew charity
agsociations have been planned; Catho-
lic Knights held a donation day for St.
Joseph’'s orphanage, an important con-
ference of the Catholic charities was
held at the Catholic University, the
Knights of Columbus gave an outing
at Marshall Hall for orphans, an Ani-
mal Rescue League was organized by
prominent society people, and a hospi-
tal established for cats, dogs and
horses; a home was opened for aged
and infirm colored people, the Christ
‘Child Soclety held a bazaar of the
clothing made for poor .children, the
Southern Rellef Society held a bazaar
of weaving, basketry and ‘other work
done by the mountaln women of the
south: orphan children were taken In
automobiles for an outing at Glen
Echo, new industries were introduced
at the Home for the Blind, and a ward
has been set aside for the admission of
blind -children; children at th:a ]:Vaultl-
ington City orphanage were en to
the movies, the Florence Crittenton
Mission conducted a baby show, the
Clara Barton Rellef Corps was Organ-
ized,” the Washington Diet Kitchen
Association opened infant welfare sta-

Prominent educators from several]
parts of the Unfted States have ad-
dressed the teachers of Washington
during the year, particularly at the
“teachers’ institute.”

Night Schools Enlarged.

Another feature of especial note, per-
haps, with regard to educational prog-
resgs is the fact that this year the
scope of the night schools was en-
larged considerably. The new studies
added to the high school curricula at-
tracted many persons.

Apparent increased intereat in the
schools by citizens of Washington and
elsewhere has been a source of en-
couragement to the educators here.
This increased interest has been evi-
denced in many ways. Home and
school associations and similar organi-
zations have been unusually active; the
movement for the wider use of school
bulldings has been continued, one of
the most ardent workers for the cayse
being Miss Margaret Wilson, daughter
of the President, and much attention
has been given to school welfare by
various clvic organizations. Also,
plans -have been made for a permanent
organization of alumni associations of
the high and normal schools, ons of
the objects of which is expected to be
to encours interest in the schools.
Many out-of-town officials and educa-
tors visited the achools this year.

Two important steps looking to bet-
tering the health of the pupils have
been taken. Balaries for school nurses
were appropriated by Congress and a
free dental clinic for indigent children
has been opened by the National Capi-
tal Dental Boclety.

High School Fire.

In many ways the schools were more
or less seriously handicapped. None
of these handicaps was worse, prob-
ably, than the Western High School
fire, which so completely rulned the
building as to render it wholly unfit
for use until extensive reconstruction
has been completed. Because of lack
of buildings the schools have suffered
greatly from overcrowding. Numer-
ous school Improvements were tem-
porarily delayed by lack of funds. Sev-
eral teachers were caught in the “war
zohe” of Europe, but no serious incon-
venlence was caused, as the number
was emall and the delay but slight in
most instances. Changes in obtaining
certain school supplies formerly ob-
talned from forelgn countries had to
be made on account of the war, how-
ever.

Work was started on the new Cen-
tral High School and the site for the
new ern High hool selected.
The new colored normal school was
completed and put into use. After a
long delay the white - nprmal school
was officially dedicated.

Mr. Thurston’s Election.

Ernest L. Thurston was elected as
school superintendent for three years,
beginning July 1. Stephen E. Kramer
was appointed as assistant superifi-
tendent and H. L. Haycock was chosen
as supervising principal of the third
division to fill the vacancy caused by:
Ernest
H. Daniel and 'W. T. Galliher were re-
the Supreme Court of
the District as members of the board
Mra. Coralle F. Cook’
d Mre. Caroline W.

the watchwords of the District pub-
lic schools during the calendar year
1914. Administrative matters have re-
celved attention, changes in person-
nel have been made, handicaps have
been suffered Iin many Instances, yet
withal a concerted effort for the best
in education has been made and the
greeting of the schoole to the new
year 1915 carries an optimistic tone.
Several changes In the courses of
study have been effecfled. Methods
and scope of vocational education for
the schools of Washington have been
iven great attention. Actual work in
vocational training has been carried on
with renewed interest. Conferences to
conglder plans for this form of edu-
cation have been called by Ernest L.
Thurston, the superintendent.

8uypt. Thurston adopted a policy of
regular and frequent meetings with

tions, the Hebrew people canvassed
for endowment of the orphanage
founded by Simon Wolf, Congresg
adopted a resolution allo ng the army
and navy to assist the Red Cross in 8101
Mexican rellef work. the promotion of Mr. Kramer.
o o
1 . 7 | appointed by
] SCHOOLS. l of education and
& & | was cho to
“Educational Progress” have been

his supervisory and general officers.

Harris, who retired from the board at
the expiration of her term. Maj. Wal-
lach A. McCathran, N. G. D. C, was
chosen temporary insatructor for the
high schools cadet regiment and Mrs.
Frank Byram was named as director
of music temporarily to fill the va-
cancy caused by the resignation of Dr.
W. L. Tomlins. 5

High s8chool cadets broadened the
scope of thelr work. In the annual
competitive drills of the white and
colored cadets Company E of Busi-
ness High School and Company F of
M Street High School were the re-
spective winners.
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Two laws in which the police depart-
ment displayed more than an ordinary
amount of Interest became effective
during the past year. One was the

PLAYGROUNDS "ACTIVITIES IN 1914.

season opening March 1.
ized in March and April by

completed the season in June.

meet were successfully carried

signed June 1.

recreation. E. B. De Groot of

work.

Park.

that additional classes may be
of 1915.

Armstrong, Miss Anne Randolph Hull
and Lieut. Augustus N. Prentlss, Coast

ceived in answer to this appeal, pro-

The playgrounds, for the first time, last year were open
at some grounds during January and February, the regular

The base ball leagues of the public schools were organ-

teams, played. Monroe School won the city championship.
The division athletic meets and the city championship

E. J. Garmhausen, director of Rosedale playground, re-

During the summer months the regular playground base
ball leagues were organized, and played until September 1.

" The District bill, passed July 14, carried the first appro-
priation for swimming pools on playgrounds, and marks an
era of greater activity and usgfulness for the playgrounds.

Two new playgrounds, one at Bruen Home and one at
Montessori School, were operated from July 1 to October 1.

A survey of the District was begun October 15 to ascer-
tain present facilities and future needs for playgrounds and

cago Playground Association, and Dr. F. A. McKenzie of Ohio
State University, former president of the public recreation
commission of Columbus, Ohio, are assisting in this work.
Assistant Engineer Commissioner R. G. Powell and the super-
visor of playgrounds, with these men, are making the survey
for the federal children’s bureau and the Commissioners.
Miss Ellen Hope Wilson, for nearly three years con-
nected with the playground department, resigned to accept a
position in New York city schools as a supervisor of physical

Willow Tree alley has been fitted up as a playground and
is ready to open March 1, if teachers are provided to operate
the ground. Unless an item is included in the present budget
no-ground can be maintained there.

‘A play festival marked the closing of the most success-
ful summer season. It was directed by Miss May Roper, and
held on the Monument lot September 16.

A play station was opened November 1 in Zoological
It has proved one of the most popular grounds,

Establishment of classes on the school playgrounds for
children who had been kept back in school was probably the
most important step taken on these playgrounds this year.
Industrial work was carried on as in previous years, but the
classes in regular school studies were an innovation this year.
As a result of the benefits derived from them it is probable

Two playgrounds were added to the number in 1g13,
making a total of seventeen. Several changes were made in
the location of grounds. Numerous exhibition and field days

the playground workers and
Nine leagues, averaging eight

out in June.

Chicago, secretary of the Chi-

established during the season

Kenyon “red light” law, which aims to
suppress vice, and the other was the
Jones-Works lquor law. The former
resulted in closing a great many dis-
reputable houses, while the latter
closed many saloons and left a total of
300 drinking places.

Enforcement of the provisions of the
Jones-Works law, which provides a
penalty for intoxication, police officlals
Buggest, probably prevented much
drunkenness and reduced the annual
record of arrest ahout 1,000, Followln?
the closing of disreputable houses Maj.
Bylvester deemed it necessary -to or-
ganize a so-called vice squad, with
Sergt. John E. Catts In charge, and his
effective work brought for him a pro-
motion to acting lleutenant.

Many new traffic regulations, some of
them enacted at the suggestion of the
police, gave the police an opportunity
to make an additional number of ar-
rests in traffic cases. Isles of safety
were established and standards placed
in position to safeguard the public at
street car transfer stations.

Automobile for Detectives.

A new automobile for use of mem-
bers of the detective force was pro-
vided. Such a vehicle was badly need-
ed, the chief of police said, and much
good work has bsen aoccomplished be~
cause of the speed facilities enjoyed by
detectives. Quick work by detectives
using the automoblile, it is stated, re-
sulted in prompt captures of criminals
and quick recovery of automoblles
taken by joy riders,

Joy riders caused much annoyance to
the police during the year. BScores of
automoblles were borr d by them.
Some were taken far away from the
city, while others were abandoned
after 2 joy ride in and about the city.
All the automobiles taken by such per-
sons were recovered, some in good
condition and others much the worase
for rough trips taken by the borrow-
ers.

During the past few weeks the police
were given much annoyance by pocket-
book snatchers and hold-up men. Many
persons were held up on the streets
and robbed, but none was severely
beaten. Several pocketbook snatchers
were apprehended, but search for the
hold-up men proved futile.

Early in the year several robberies
committed by professional crooks

Several thousand dollars’ worth of
jewelry was taken in those instances,
and their owners were not fortunate
enough to have the police recover It
Much other property was recoverefl.

Alleged Slayers Escape.

About & score of homicide cases fur-
nished much work for the police, and
with the exception of two instances,
the alleged slayers .were captured.
Ennis Dawson, allas “Mule,” and Wil-
Jiam BStark, alias
both colored were the ones who man-
aged to escape.

Not much was known of either man,
and the night “Mule” Dawson, as the
alleged slayer was familiarly known,
was charged with having stabbed Rob-
ert Taylor to death he got so good a
start an .the police that he was never
overtaken.

Many persons were arrested in differ-
ent sectlons of the country because
they answered the description of the
alleged slayer. Detectives were sent
to see the prisoners, buteall managed
to establish their Identity and were
released. Stark stabbed John Wesley,
a resident o6f Armory place southwest,
it waa charged, and inflicted wounds
which proved fatal.

One of the most daring crimes of the
Year involved the zssault and robbery
committed in the office of the Metro-
politan Coach Company, 1112 15th
street northwest, August 26, about
noon. A former employe of the com-
pany and a companlon, who are alleged
10 have committed the assault and rob-
bery, were not caught

Numerous petty swindlers operated
games of all kinds and succeeded in
getting sums of money from unsus-
pecting persons. Many offenders were
‘arrested and many others eluded the
police. The police made a number of
atzlrruu of persons for other jurisdic-

onsa.

Arrests for the twelve months aggre-
gated 37,056, those for drunkenness
reaching 9,060. During the year Maj.
Bylvester added one miptor cycle to the
mounted force in the county. Addi-
tional patrol boxes were located in the
county in order to better safeguard
residents of the suburban sections, and
modern steel cells were constructed In
one police station to take the place of
the insanitary cells.

Very few changes of importance were
made in the personnel of the depart-
ment during the twelve months. Con-
gress made no provislon for increases,
very few were retired, and only one
officer of higher rank, Capt. Michael
Byrnes, died.

Lieut. C. E. E. Flather of the fourth
precinct was promoted to the vacancy
caused by the death of Capt. Michael
Byrnea and put in charge of the sixth
precinct. Capt. John C. Daley of the
ninth precinct was retired. He was
succeeded by a promotion given Lieut.
W. H. Harrison, and Harrison was put
in charge of No. 2 precinct in place of
Capt. Charles T. Peck, who was trans-
ferred to the firat precinct. He took the
place of Capt. Thomas Hollinberger,
who shot himself. Lieut. Thomas Judge
succeeded to the wvacancy caused by
Capt. Hollinberger's death.

Walter Emerson, A. J. Headley and
J. E. Wilson, inspectors In the depart-
ment, who held the rank of sergeant,
were made acting lieutenants. Maj.
Sylvester recommended the strengthen-
ing of the harbor police on account of
the large numher of borte anchored in
the harbor and of the thousands of
dollars' worth of property that is r-
ly protected. One of the smaller boats
in the harbor service was overhauten
and put In condition for more strenu-
ous work. Y

War on 8o-Called Clubs.

The police waged war on the so-
called. pool clubs and put several of
them out of b or induced their
managers to take out licenses. Oper-
ating under licenses, the managers
found it ry to respect the after
hours and Sunday regulations.

Several crusades against handb
were waged. Arrests followed n::k:
few convictions resulted. Members of
the vice squad conducted a number of
ralds and arrested scores of violators
of the Kenyon law. Following the en-
forcement of the Jones-Works liquor
law and the closing of more than 150
liquor establishments, retallers of so-
called near-beer increased and estab-
llsll:im:nt: in ‘éhlch the product was
BO €pt open Sunda:

D%Ih‘fl Sy ¥ and at all hours
€ no complaints of drunke:
g:::flns out of the sale of the w-:ar;f:;

- Wwere made by the fee, It
was deamed expedient by the l;])llf:; to

| keep close watch on such places on

Sunday.
_Y POLICE COURT. 4[

v

There were more than 30,000 informa-
tions filed in the Police Court during
the past year. This is an Increase of
about 500 oyer the year 1913. Of the
informations, about 23,783 were filed in
the District branch and about §,510 In
the United States branch. Fines and
forfeltures aggregating more than
$107.000 were collected Dby William
Adkins, financial clerk.

The principal offenses for which per-
sons were arralgned in the Distriet
branch of the court were for drunken-
Ballte teaulstions A Sngtancy oy
glola,tloiu for which mmﬁ’uu o;

were held.

Persons were charged In the United

claimed the attention of the police.

“Cincinnati Red,”’

SHINGTON

Retail Merchants,

Betterment

Board of Trade, Chamber of Commerce,

(itizens’ Associa-

tions and Other Bodies Led

Campaigns.

States branch of the court were for
assault and petit larceny.

Judges Alexander R. Mullowny and
James L. Pugh presided in the courts
during the past year. Since April 1
Judge Mullowny occupled the bench in
the United States branch and Judge

‘Pugh in the District branch. They
ﬂlll-hr courts ot April 1 of each year.
C. Massle and Miss Hstell Foster

are .the probation officers cohnected
with the court, and during the past
year have had under their charge more
than 450 probationers. These officers
were appointed In October, 1912, for a
term of two years. When their terms
expired last October the judges re-
appointed them.

'he cases in the United States branch
have been prosecuted by Assistant
United States Attorneys Ralph Given
and John Weyrich, while Assistant
Corporation Counsel Geocge Taggart
has represented the District in the
other branch of the court.

o

FIRES OF THE YEAR. T

%

Fire losses during the year amounted
to considerably more than $700,000, the
heaviest losses being recorded for the
month of April, when the Western
High School was destroyed, the aggre-
gate losses that month amounting to
$164,341. Alarms sounded during the
year, including bell and still alarms,
aggregated something more than one
thousand, and about seventy of them
proved false.

Many members of the department
sustained minor burns and injuries,
but not a single death occurred In
the ranks as a result of such injuries.
Persons who lost their lives as a result
of firee were Eleanor Turner, Joseph
Finamaro, Miss Annie T. Murphy, Miss

Ida A. Cannon, Miss Katie Toler and
rFrank Lawson. Harry Russell, Alex-
ander Cralge, Benjamin Archer and
Willlam Stark were scalded to death
as a result of an accident to a boiler.
Members of the department who died
during the year were Capt. T. T, War-
ren and Private W, J. Nelson. Fire
Marshal Nicholson's records show that
four arrests for arson were made and
that a number of supposed incendiary
fires occurred. Four fires at Howard
Unlversity suggested to the fire mar-
:!l,l:l that an incendiary was at work
re.

Motor Companies Installed.

Four motor companies were installed
during the year and motor vehicles
were provided for 8. R. Henry, second
battalfon chief; Charles B. Proctor,
third battalion chief, and P. W. Nich-
olson, fire marshal. No. 1 chemiecal
company, at Benning, was converted
into a steam fire engine company, Sev-
eral times during the year the depart-
ment responded to calls from places In
Bgaryland and Virginia and saved a

lderable amount of property. The
Firefighter responded to a call from
Alexandria and assisted in extinguish-
ing a disastrous fire on the river front.

*

men's Association, and W. A. Smith,
secretary of the organization, have en-
gaged in active work in the matter of
getting a restoration of street car
privileges to members of the depart-
ment, and also labored hard to induce
Congress to provide a substantial pen-
sion law for them.

They received substantial ald from
the religious department of the Y. M.
C. A, former Commissioner HA B. F.
Macfariand joining the forces and
presenting the claims of the firemen to
the public. George M. Kirk, director
of the Y. M. C, A. religious work, de-
livered several
large audlences in an effort to dem-
onstrate that the life of a fireman is
not an easy one.

An adequate penaion system, street
car privileges and more time at home
with thelr famlilies are the three things
for which the fight is being waged,
and in order to get the facts properly
before the public members of the as-
sociation have addressed many citizens’
associations.

The destruction of the Western High
School, 35th and Reservoir streets
northwest, the morning of April =4
was the most disastrous fire in this
city during the year 1914. It happened
s0 early in the morning that the fire-
men were not handicaped by the
presence of children, and no casualties
oceurred. Fire Marshal Nicholson es-
timated the damage at $150,000.

One of the early fires of the year was
that which involved the destruction of
the plant of the Washington Asphalt
Block and Tile Company, South Capitol
and R streets. It happened about 1
o'clock Sunday morning, January 4,
and the stormy weather made the run
a difficult one for the firemen. The
loss amounted to $55,000.

Three days later fire visited the flour
and feed establishment of W. M. Galt
& Co., Indiana avenue and 1st street
northwest, and dld $40,000 damage, and
six days later Bedell's mattress factory
Bt 638-40 D street northwest was gut-
ted, the cold weather leaving a coating
of ice over the building.

The next fire of importance occurred
at the plant of the Home Ice and Ice
Cream Company the afternoon of Feb-
ruary 26, and the large volume of
smoke that poured from the structure
attracted hundreds of spectators from
all parts of the city. About $21,000
damage resulted.

March 12 at 5 o'clock in the morning
fire was discovered in the lumber yard
of Galliher & Huguely, 1st and N
streets southwest, and about $11,000
damage resulted. A week later, at 5:20
o'clock In the morning, fire did $35,000
damage to buildings 616-18 F street
northwest and several persons narrow-
1y escaped death.

Nine two-story frame dwellings were
destroyed by fire and two others were
damaged, involving losses which ag-
gregated $10,500. The houses were on
Benning road a long distance from the
quarters of any of the fire companies,
and 1t was because of the delay in
reaching the fire that 80 many families
were made homeless.

Fire at King’s Palace.

King's Palace was visited by fire May
10. The fire started shortly after 1
o'clock In the morning and did damage
estimated at $37,700, and the following
day the Kimono Shop, 1316 F street
northwest, was damaged to the amount
of $5,400.

At 1:30 o'clock the morning of May 2§
the destruction of four houses on Ken-
filworth avenue, Kenllworth, Involved
losses which aggregated 6,200 and
rendered several familles homeless,
Two three-story briek buildings ag
228-30 K street southwest, occupied as
machine shop, talloring establishment
and storage plant, sustained losses ag-
gregating $17,600 when visited by fire

v 26.
June 9, at 2:45 o'clock in the morn-
ing, & brick and frame grocery ware-
house In rear of 3330-32 M street
northwent was burned at loss of
$18,120. ;
The most disastrous fire in the month

Charles W. Gill, president of the Fire-|

illustrated lectures to!

feed warehouse at 25 New York avenue
northeast. It happened at 1 o'clock
in the morning and did $10,500 dumage.
Two other fires during the month in-
volved losses in excess of §5,000, one in
a stable and undertakers' supplies
building at 1227 R street, aud the other
in a clothing store, dentist's office and
dwelling at 300 7th street northwest.
August € the department crossed the
Aqueduct bridge and assisted in sav-
ing much property belonging to the
Arlington Brewlng Company. Shada
for storing and pltching kegs were de-
stroyed at a loss of $1,500. Fires in
September proved more disastrous than
did those In August, the most serious
one damaging the stock of E. J. Adams,
housefurnishing dealer, 614-16 Penn-
sylvania avenue northwest, to the
amount of $45,560.

American Ice Company Fire.

The stable of the American lce Com-
pany at 15th and E streets northeast
was destroved the morning of Septem-
ber 27 and fifteen horses were cremated.
More than $10,000 damage resulted. A
fire in a brick dormitory at Howard
University October 20 did $4.,000, no

other fire during that month involv-
ing more than $1,800 loss,
During the month of October thera

were only six flres in which the losses
aggregated more than $1,000. The most
disastrous flre in November involved
the destruction of a hrick warehouse
and workshop at New Hampahire
avenue and E street northwest, where
the losses aggregated $10,500.

The morning of December 11 a three-
alarm fire at the plant of the National

Publishing Company, 6385 Louiniana
avenue northwest, claimed the atten=
tion of many companies of firemen.

Smoke and water reached the whole-
sale grocery store of Miller, Clagett &
Co., 617 C street, and the damage to
the two business houses amounted to
$30,000. The same day fire visited the
establishment of the Knock Furniture
Company, 311 7th street northwest ana
dld more than $2,000 damage.
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WITH THE CORONER.
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Dr. J. Ramsay Nevitt, District coro-
ner, had work enough to keep him busy
during the year, and much of his work
involved police assistance. It was nec-
essary for the police to render Assist-
ance in the score of homicides that o@-
curred during the twelve months, near-
ly threescore of suicides and approxi-
mately 175 accidental deaths. Certifi-
cates of death from various causes, In-
cluding cases in which bodies were cre-
mated, aggregated something like 1,400,

Beginning January 1 with the killing
of an elderly man by an automobile,
the police and coroner found it neces-
sary to look Into accidents of varigous
kinds from day to day. The number of
fatal accidents on steam car tracks
showed a decided decrease as compared
with the time prior to the construction
of Union station, and, it is stuted, street
tar accidents were not numerous.

Motor vehicles were responsible for
numerous deaths during the year, those
investirated by the police and coroner
being the following:

Newman Roach, knocked down and
run over; Mary Koones, playing in
‘street and ran againet automobile;
Charles F. Keys became confused while
crossing street and jumped in way of
automobile; Joseph J. Minson, jr., cel-
lision between motor truck and velooi-
pede; Edward Butler, caught between
automobile and wall at place of em-
ployment; William Brown, collision be-
tween motor truck and bicycle; Pearl
J. Calvert, struck by automobile while
in street; Eli Beach. run over; Basisl
Kashouty, knocked down and run over
by motor herdic; Ralph Parthemore,
run over by automeobile, George Freese,
run over by automoblile: Clara B. David-
son, struck by automobile; Raymon
Norris, struck by automobile while
riding bicycle; Leon Rosenberg, struck
by automobile and run over; Dr. W. H.
Wunder, bursting of tire overturned
automobile; Alexander Goskirk, struck
by automoblle.

Homicldes Claimed Attention.

The homicides that claimed the atten-
tion of the coroner and police durlng
the year and in which inguests were
held, including accidents which re-
sulted in the holding of persons ac-
cused of responsibility for deaths, in-
cluded the folowing: Philip Mould,
patient at the Government Hospital for
the Insane, kicked to death by another
patient; Charles Silberdorss, allas
Charles A. Stevens, justifiably killed
by Jennie Lewis; Mrs. Lena Raboy,
shot by her son-in-law, Herman Ka-
bansky! Ethel Jefferson, colored, killed
with a bottle; Joseph Smith, colored,
thrown from Aqueduct bridege; John R.
Bell, struck with shovel; Jumes Spriggs,
stabbed in chest; Robert Taylor, col-
ored, stabbed to death; Mrs. Lulu Nay-
lor, shot; Mrs., Lizzie Taylor, throat
cut by husband; Louis Wolf, kicked to
death by fellow-patient at the Govern-
ment Hospital for the Insane; Bessle
M. Roberts, shot to deuth by Lee New-
comb, who committed suiclde; Frank
Mann, stabbed with pair of shears;
John Dove, killed by street car, and
motorman held for grand jury: Al-
fonso Mitchell, a boy, accidentally shol
by a companion, who was held for tha
grand jury; Bertha Hawkins, throat
cut by husband; John Wesley, colored,
stabbed to death; Gertrude Jackson,
shol by her brother: Dorothy Gowan,
shot by her husband; Woodford Gibson,
colored, struck with a stick In a bar-
room; Samuel Clifton Liverpool, struck
on head with a brick; Charles Raymond
Norris, newsboy, killed by automobile,
occupant of which was held for the
grand jury.

Inquest in Motor Cases.

In case of each fatal accident In
which & motor vehicle was involved
and in each homicide case the coroner
held an inquest, which necessitited an
extra amount of work on part of the
police. In all instances In which the
coroner deemed accldents to have been
unaveoidable and in which blame was
not attached to persons other than the
vicetims inquests were not held.

In a number of instances persons died
as a result of the use of what Coroner
Nevitt thought was an unsafe gas fix-
ture. He advocated an inspection of
gas fixtures, but, it is stated, the dan-
gerous fixtures are still numerous.
During the hot weather there were
many drowning accidents, some of the
victims losing thelr lives as a matter
of carelessness, while others were
seized with cramps while swimming.
Dr. Charles Stanley White, who served
as deputy coroner for a number of
years, resigned his position December
1. The vacancy was filled by the ap-
pointment of Dr. William B. Carr,
whose father formerly held the position
of coroner. )

An unusual happening during the
vear involved the suicide of two pris-
oners in the District jail and two homi~-
cides in the Government Hospital for
the Insane. Lee Hing, a Chinaman, and
David Oliver were the prisoners who
committed suicide, while the patients
who were killed were FPhilip Mould

of, July occurred in a two-story brick

and Louis Wolf.




